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The Power of the Love of the Truth 
 

Introduction 
It is almost universally recognized that love and truth are among the strongest forces in the world. Truth 
has toppled empires, spawned religions and changed the very essence of the lives of millions of people. 
Love has as great a history. Love held a Man to a cross, when the eternal life of the people of the world 
depended on Him. These two forces then, came together at the start of a new religion. It was tried in 
the fires of Nero, refined in the horror of the Reformation and lives on in the life of every true Christian 
today. A love of the truth holds within it a greater power than any other on this earth. This short book 
reminds us again of the need to respond as the Berean Christians did, and guides us in taking the steps 
the Anabaptists did in the Radical reformation. Applying these principles will unleash this great power in 
your life, allowing the Master Potter to mold you according to His will. 

~Frank Nevin Weaver 

 

Preface: 
There are three basic reasons that a booklet on truth is necessary. 

In the first place there is a prevalence of unsound doctrine, that the church is constantly being 
bombarded with. We need our own faith to be grounded on the truth of God’s Word to avoid being 
carried about by every wind of doctrine. “We have not followed cunningly devised fables,” nor is our 
faith based on traditions of men, but we are taught it by the Word of God. 

Secondly, is the fact that since we do live in a world filled with unsound doctrine, we are also given a 
responsibility to our friends, coworkers, etc. who are astray or are being led astray. There are many 
among us who are responding to the challenge of God and working with these people. Hopefully this 
booklet will provide some helpful direction for these individuals in their work. 

The third most important reason is that there is a need to create within readers a sincere “love of the 
truth.” In times of peace and religious toleration, when our faith is not regularly put to the test, we tend 
to gradually transfer our faith to our beliefs, rather than to the truth of God’s Word. This, strangely 
enough, creates an evolving faith, based upon what we have, and upon our perception of what our 
forefathers believed and practiced, rather than being based upon the truth of God’s Word. If our faith is 
based upon the truth of God’s Word, we will find that we have the same faith as the Anabaptists, or as 
the early Christians for instance, since their faith was also in God’s Word, which is the “same yesterday 
today and forever.” If our faith is based upon following our perception of their faith, we will find we have 
a different faith than they had, because they were not following men, but the Word of God. They had a 
sincere “love of the truth” and they recognized the Bible as the source of truth. If we have enough 
appreciation for our Christian Anabaptist heritage, we should be prompted to have the same love of the 
truth as they had. 
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This “love of the truth” is a life-changing focus. It should be a part of every conversion, and probably it is 
to a degree. But in many cases today it is not followed through for the simple reason that the truth of 
God’s Word becomes confused with denominational and cultural loyalties; and the new Christian may 
gradually change his faith, focus and zeal to these loyalties. The sad result is that the Christian may 
eventually close his mind and use arguments against the truth to support his denominational and 
cultural loyalties. 

The purpose of this booklet is not to condemn denominational traditions or culture, but only to point 
out that they can never take the place of truth and be used as a source of doctrine. Truth and custom 
are not mutually exclusive. They coexist peacefully as long as custom does not challenge truth. Truth is 
absolute and essential. Custom is inconsequential other than that the customs need to be in accordance 
with truth. Christians should not reject custom merely because it is custom. But they need to reject 
customs that are contrary to truth. Truth must be a basis for custom, but custom can never be a basis 
for truth. 

We see much evidence of this shifting of faith and wrong loyalties in the “Christian” world around us 
today. “Christians” use arguments supporting all kinds of unscriptural beliefs and practices, and reasons 
explaining why many Scriptural teachings are not relevant for us today. But let us not focus too much 
upon the world. To do this will not edify us. Let us focus upon our own lives and churches to see what 
self-examination can do for us and for our witness for God. 

As we receive the “love of the truth”, and surrender to the truths shown us by the Holy Spirit, we will 
indeed be set free. This is a privilege that we as Christians have. 

Because our attitudes toward the truth so profoundly affect so many areas of our Christian lives, this 
booklet is also about discipleship, holiness, Holy Spirit power, submission to God and following God’s 
leading. Our challenge for today is to surrender unreservedly to the truth. 

The love of the truth is at the same time a method of reasoning, a frame of mind, and a way of life. 
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The Importance of the Truth 

The things that we “know” beyond what the Bible says are often the cause of our 
blindness to the Holy Spirit’s leading. 

The Apostle Paul said of the wicked: “… They receive not the love of the truth that they might be 
saved. And for this cause, God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: that 
they all might be damned who believe not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness… God hath 
from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the spirit and belief of the truth.” 
(2 Thess. 2:10-13) We see that the wicked are not saved because they do not receive the love of the 
truth. All who believe not (reject) the truth are damned, while the believers are saved through 
sanctification of the spirit and belief of the truth. 

Jesus said to those who believed on Him, “If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; 
And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” (John 8:31-32) 

We see three profound facts in these few words that work as a chain reaction to accomplish our 
salvation and freedom: 

1. If we continue in Christ’s Word, then we are His disciples (or followers). 
2. If we continue in His Word and are His disciples, then we shall know the truth. 
3. If we continue in His Word, are His disciples, and know the truth, the truth shall make us free! 

Let’s look at each of these items in more detail. 

1. How does continuing in Christ’s word make us His disciples? A disciple, according to Webster is: “one 
who accepts and assists in spreading the doctrines of another... a convinced adherent of a school or 
individual.” To “continue in” Christ’s word, is to accept and live by it, and follow His example – this 
makes us a disciple who desires to spread His doctrines. 

2. How can being His disciple make us able to know the truth? If we are His disciples, we have accepted 
all of His Word without questioning, and “thy (Christ’s) word is truth” (John 17:17). When we read 
something from the Bible, we believe and accept it. It doesn’t matter if it is not “politically correct”, or 
the “proper” thing to do or believe, or if it is what our peers do. It doesn’t matter if it makes us 
unpopular. If God’s Word teaches it, the disciple will embrace it. The more we simply accept and act 
upon the truths the Holy Spirit teaches us through God’s Word, the more and deeper truths the Holy 
Spirit will reveal to us. This is an important and life - changing truth! 

3. How can the truth make us free? Faith in the truth is God’s requirement for salvation. Jesus said, “that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish but have eternal life.” (John 3:16) Who is “Him”? Jesus is 
“the way, the truth and the life.” When we say, “believeth”, we are not referring to those who give lip 
service to believing, but rather to those who believe in Him to the point of surrendering their lives to 
Him. Following are some ways in which the truth will make us free. 

Acceptance of the truth of God’s plan of salvation will make us free from the burden of sin. We are free 
from the bondage of Satan. We are free to directly follow God, because we have given up our own 
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agenda to His will. When we unconditionally surrender to the truth, we are freed from the desire to 
make our own or our denominational doctrines and dogmas hold out. In other words, if someone points 
out a Scriptural truth to us that is different from our own beliefs, we are free to accept it. Our own 
beliefs or denominational beliefs mean less to us than truth, so we readily surrender them and feel we 
have won, rather then lost something. We are not in bondage to anything; the truth has made us free! 
This truth is more significant and much more powerful then it appears at our first thought. Significant 
because of the change it produces in our outlook and lives, and powerful because of the Holy Spirit 
power that it allows to work in our hearts. Think about these concepts for a few minutes: The Holy Spirit 
is given to every believer at conversion, and “when he, the Spirit of truth is come, he will guide you into 
all truth.” (John 16:13) A big part of the Holy Spirit’s business is to guide you into all truth! But the Holy 
Spirit cannot guide one who is not following! A very common problem is when a Christian desperately 
wants the Holy Spirit’s guidance, and the Holy Spirit wants to guide the Christian, but the Christian is not 
being led by the Holy Spirit. Why not? Because the Christian is zealous “for the Lord”, but his zeal and 
devotion to his principles are not allowing the Holy Spirit to lead him even though he desires this leading 
and prays for it. In essence, what he is really desiring and praying for is that the Holy Spirit would guide 
him in the way that he himself thinks is right. 

As an example, consider Saul of Tarsus, the “blameless” Jew, who kept the Law of Moses and was 
zealous for the Lord. He was a tireless worker for God, rooting out this “heresy” that claimed the 
Messiah had come. He knew that “out of Galilee ariseth no prophet.” (Although the Bible didn’t say 
that.) His mind was not open to truth. He thought he knew, so his mind was not open when Stephan 
explained the truth. Instead, he felt the need to get rid of one who could be so convincing. That is often 
our problem yet today. In a later section we will look at an example of solving that problem. The things 
that we “know” beyond what the Bible says are often the cause of our blindness to the Holy Spirit’s 
leading. 

When we can overlook or ignore what we think we already know, we are getting one big step closer to 
allowing God to lead us. This truth reaches into many areas of our lives. Sometimes we would like to 
know what God wants us to do, except we believe if we did it, there would be a negative effect. Or we 
might know what Jesus would do in a certain situation. But we also may know of someone else who 
tried to do it and failed, so we probably would too.i Or someone may point out that something in our 
reasoning is contrary to Scripture, but we reject his criticism because we believe that accepting it would 
bring our whole system of beliefs crumbling to the ground. In each of these instances, we are showing 
the Holy Spirit that we have no intention of following Him to extremes. We want to follow the Spirit’s 
leading, but not to uncomfortable extremes. We are in effect quenching the Spirit. The more the Spirit is 
quenched, the cooler he will become until we can no longer discern His leading. The closer we follow 
Him, the warmer He will become until He is involved in every aspect of our lives. We want to come to 
the point of mutual understanding with God that we will do what He asks us to, believe what He wants 
us to, and go where he sends us to. And God knows that! We know that whatever befalls us in any 
situation that He puts us into, is His will, and His will is our will. We have no beliefs or agenda of our 
own; we follow His exclusively. We are totally free to follow God, and this freedom can be felt intensely. 
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We can do a lot of studying with the intent of learning the truth, and yet never find it. The Apostle Paul 
wrote to Timothy that the last days would be perilous times: people would be “Ever learning, and never 
able to come to the knowledge of the truth.” (2 Timothy 3:7) Why would they not be able? The next 
verse says they “resist the truth.” Although we don’t like to put ourselves in the same class as these 
people, I believe the devil is using the same tactics on all of us. If we resist the truth because of what we 
think we know, we will not be able to come to the knowledge of the truth regardless of our studies. 

Someone once wrote to me: “If we were able to accurately compile all the natural laws of the universe, 
we would still not have a universe.” In other words, just knowing all the facts of salvation will not save 
us. This statement is true. On the other hand, we could also say that if these laws were rejected and not 
followed by nature, we would cease to have a universe. Knowledge will not save us. But rejection of 
truth can condemn us. The love of the truth, however, can bring us to salvation. 

What is Truth? 

“What is truth?” may well be the most important question any of us will ever answer 
- and we must all answer it. 

During the time that the ancient Roman Empire was in its golden age, a case was brought before a 
certain governor. A man who was accused of having declared himself king of the province was on trial. 
When he was questioned, He said His kingdom is not of this world, but he came into the world to bear 
witness to the truth. The governor then asked Him the question: “What is truth?” 

This is the question that each one of us needs to ask ourselves today. What is truth? How we answer 
that question will be reflected not only in the life we live on this earth, but also will determine our 
eternal destiny. “What is truth?” may well be the most important question any of us will ever answer, 
and we must all answer it. Why is it so important? Because according to the Gospel, we are saved 
through faith; we are saved by believing the truth. Jesus said that “whosoever” believes in Him, and 
surrenders to the truth about “the way, the truth, and the life”, shall not perish but have eternal life 
(John 3:16). We are not saved by our works, we are saved by believing in the truth. However, being a 
believer cannot help but change our lives. Having embraced the truth, we have the Spirit of Christ (“the 
Truth”) within us and our lives are no more governed by our natural will, but by His Spirit within. Our 
lives change because our motives and goals changed, or rather have been replaced with “the mind of 
Christ.” 

Some of Webster’s definitions of truth are as follows: “the state of being the case: fact; the body of real 
things, events, and facts: actuality; a transcendent fundamental or spiritual reality; a judgment, 
proposition, or idea that is true or accepted as true; the property of being in accord with fact or reality; 
in accordance with fact: actually.” (We have used only the definitions that applied to our subject.) 

If we are to successfully determine truth, we must first determine a basis for truth: where do we obtain 
truth? As Christians, we believe the Bible, which makes this declaration about itself: “... thy word is 
truth.” (John 17:17) We will be examining this thought further a little later, but we will be using it as a 
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starting point in determining spiritual truth. This booklet will not be expounding on why we should 
believe the Bible, but will begin with the assumption that the reader is a Bible believer. 

Nearly as important as determining “what is truth” is determining “What is not truth.” By saying “what is 
not truth”, we do not mean “what is false” but rather, what is not a basis for determining truth. An 
illustration: One man goes to church on Saturday and believes that is the Sabbath he is to keep; another 
man goes to church on Sunday and considers that his Sabbath. They have both been reared and taught 
accordingly. They each believe their day of rest and worship is the true Sabbath. They each know many 
sincere Christians who believe and do as they do. They each have convictions to do what they are doing. 
But neither the way they were reared or taught, nor what they believe to be true, nor how many sincere 
people believe as they do, nor their convictions are a basis for truth. If they want to know the truth, they 
must go beyond these. They must go back to something that is a solid basis for truth. They must find 
their beliefs in the Word of God. In a later section we will examine these men’s beliefs in the light of 
God’s Word. 

Evidence of the Love of the Truth or Lack of It 

“(A lover of truth) is not afraid of being proven wrong in a discussion or debate. Why 
not? Because it is to his advantage to be proven wrong!” 

Whether or not an individual possesses the love of the truth will be obvious by certain evidences in his 
life. We will list the most important ones. 

Evidence of the love of the truth: 
1. Soundness of doctrine: We are not saying that a lover of truth is always correct in all of his beliefs. We 
are saying that he will not support error, because error cannot be supported by truth, but must be 
supported by error. Thus, as his beliefs come into question, error will be given up and truth will be 
accepted. Because of human nature, giving up is not always easy, but it is his only option. 

A lover of truth will be led to the true faith regardless of where he started. For example, consider the 
number of Gentile philosophers that were converted to the Christian faith in the first centuries A.D. 
Justin Martyr and Clement of Alexandria are two well-known early Christian writers that were formerly 
heathen philosophers. Philosophy is supposed to be a search for wisdom and truth; and when 
philosophers held discussions with Christians, they frequently recognized the truth of Christianity and 
were converted. 

2. Unmoved by unsound doctrine: A lover of truth is not easily swayed by unsound doctrine, because 
unsound doctrine cannot stand the test of truth, but can only be supported by unsound reasoning. 

3. Lack of fear of the truth: A lover of truth does not fear truth. He is not afraid of being proven wrong in 
a discussion or debate. Why not? Because it is to his advantage to be proven wrong! In other words, if 
he is actually proven wrong, he has the opportunity to accept a truth that he hadn’t understood before. 
This is an advantage to him! It is much better to be proven wrong than to continue to be wrong because 
his error wasn’t proven to him. He also has enough faith in the truth to realize that you can’t prove 
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something that isn’t true; and he recognizes truth. I would like to give an example here to clarify what 
I’m saying. About 210 A.D. the Christian Octavius and the heathen Caecilius held a debate on religion, 
while their friend Minucius (who wrote the account) was to judge the winner. We will not print the 
lengthy debate here; all that concerns us is the last paragraph. The heathen Caecilius is speaking: 

"I do not wait for the decision. Even thus we have conquered: not unjustly do I assume to 
myself the victory. For even as he is my conqueror, so I am triumphant over error. Therefore, 
in what belongs to the substance of the question, I both confess concerning providence, and I 
yield to God; and I agree concerning the sincerity of the way of life which is now mine."ii 

We can see that both participants won. More importantly, truth won. 

When we surrender our will, we surrender our fears! When we have a perfect love of the truth, which is 
embodied by Jesus Christ, fear is cast out. John says: “There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth 
out fear: because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love.” (1 John 4:18)  

4. Approachable for correction: The love of the truth automatically makes us approachable for 
correction because of two reasons: The first is our desire for the truth. We want the truth, so if someone 
can show us the truth, we benefit from it. The second reason is that we do not have a fear of the truth, 
such as is mentioned above. 

Evidence of a lack of love of the truth: 
1. Lack of soundness of doctrine: Without a sincere love of the truth we will not have a natural tendency 
toward sound doctrine. I do not mean we will be outside the true faith. Rather, we will either follow our 
perception of our forefathers’ faith and accept doctrines that we believe will bring us closest to their 
beliefs and practices, or we will follow some other route taking us further away from them. The error is 
that truth is not the basis from which we are working. One quite common, yet dangerous error is the 
development of unsound “counter doctrines” to refute what is perceived to be a threat to our beliefs. 
Whether that threat is real or imaginary, and whether it is a threat to a sound Scriptural doctrine, or to a 
cultural mind set, is beside the point. What we are concerned with here, is that some doctrine based on 
human reasoning about some Bible teaching, is developed that “refutes” the challenge to our beliefs; 
but “the cure is worse than the cause.” The doctrine developed to refute the challenge is often more 
unsound than the doctrine it was meant to refute! 

2. Swayed by unsound doctrine: Without a sincere love of the truth, we have nothing solid upon which 
our faith is resting. Certainly, we believe in Jesus Christ, but that faith itself has nothing solid enough 
under it. If a doctrine comes along that seems to support our practices (or to not support them), we are 
apt to accept it based on how well we like it rather than on whether it is truth or not. We do so because 
we do not base everything upon whether it is truth or not. 

3. Fear of the truth: Those who do not have a sincere love of the truth, almost without exception have a 
certain amount of fear of the truth. They have not totally surrendered to the truth; therefore, they do 
not trust it. They realize something of its power, and it causes a certain amount of fear. Probably the 
only way all fear can be overcome is by putting our faith in the truth. Since we can’t overcome the truth, 
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let us be overcome by the truth. When you are on the side of truth, there is nothing anymore to fear. But 
to get there, we need to give up everything to the truth. In other words, to lose our fear of truth, we 
need to surrender our all to the truth of the gospel. That includes all personal, denominational, and 
cultural beliefs. (Notice: We are not saying we must always change our beliefs – but rather give them up 
to the love of the truth to the extent that we are willing to part with them if they are contrary to truth.) 
That is a lot to give up, but it is much more to gain. We will further discuss the fear of the truth in a later 
section. 

4. Unapproachable for correction: If we do not have a love of the truth, we are more apt to be 
unapproachable for correction. We have this attitude because we do not love truth above all else; and 
therefore, we do not want to be corrected. We will have a fear of the truth; a fear that we may be 
proven wrong. 

5. Promotion of doctrines of men: This characteristic is likely most noticeable on a group level, although 
we also find it on an individual level. One evidence that a group has rejected the truth of the Bible as a 
basis for doctrine is a strong shift toward doctrines of men. We know that in Christian groups a doctrine 
cannot take hold unless it is supported by Scripture quotes. Since the prophetic books are much easier 
to manipulate, these groups often have a strong prophecy orientation, with much study in Daniel and 
Revelation. “They attempt to figure out” how these things will be fulfilled, by holding prophecy 
seminars, etc. The study of prophecy is good, but the tendency here is to promote doctrines of men 
derived from the prophecies. The shift is away from what the Bible does clearly say to what the Bible 
doesn’t say at all. 

Man’s Fear and Hatred of the Truth 

“As soon as truth appears, it is regarded as an enemy. It has as many foes as are 
strangers to it.” - Tertullian 

Truth has tremendous power. It will either attract or repel. We need only to notice how Christianity is 
responded to, not only by those who embrace it, but even by its enemies, to recognize that it carries the 
power of truth. The persecution of the Christian faith has been carried out differently than that of any 
other law enforcement. Tertullian, (A.D. 145-220) a presbyter in Africa in the early days of Christianity, 
wrote “To the rulers of the Roman empire.” 

“You impose on the executioner, in the case of Christians, a duty very opposite that of 
expiscation: he is not to make them confess what they do, but to make them deny what they 
are. We date the origin of our religion to the reign of Tiberius. Truth and hatred of truth come 
into the world together. As soon as truth appears, it is regarded as an enemy. It has as many 
foes as are strangers to it.”iii 

Jesus said that His disciples will be persecuted of all nations for His name’s sake, and that those who kill 
them will think they are doing God service. Why this hatred of Christianity? Because Christianity is the 
truth and truth has power. All this came to pass. The Jews stirred up the Romans against the Christians, 
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and when the Romans saw the power of Christianity, they did all they could to crush it. After Christianity 
became the official religion in the fourth century, the cycle repeated itself. The Catholic church hated 
those who did not give them the highest allegiance. Those Christians who put the truth of the Word of 
God above the authority of the church were again persecuted. The church feared them because they 
had the power of truth against which the church couldn’t prevail. The church considered them 
insubmissive, but they were submissive – only they submitted to an authority above that of the church. 
The truth of God’s Word was their final authority. The Catholic church had identified true Christianity 
and found it to be their most formidable opponent! If the Catholic church had not feared the truth, they 
would not have had to persecute it. 

The Reformation was like another “fresh start” for Christianity, and freedom of conscience has been 
granted by authorities to our day. But today there is again an urgent need to examine ourselves to be 
sure that our highest allegiance is to “the Word of truth” and not to man or an institution of man. God’s 
requirements are still the same today. We are still responsible to personally search out the truth of 
God’s Word and live by it. The results that Jesus said would come from loving the truth (hatred, 
rejection, etc.) will still come today. 

Reasons We Draw Back From the Truth 

“Our duty is to stand for the truth, and God will take care of the rest.” 

The love of the truth can be such a powerful force in our lives, yet we have a strong tendency to draw 
back from the truth. Let’s look at some of the reasons that the nature within us wants to fear and draw 
back from the truth, and then consider positive methods of overcoming those fears. 

If I commit to the truth, I am no more my own boss. I can’t believe whatever I think best anymore. 

This statement is perfectly true; it conflicts with our sense of independence. If we could only realize that 
while we can figure out to go our own way, God has our way plotted for us to go in the love of the truth. 
The truth will bring us through trials. Our own way will dump us into trials, Which we will need to find 
our way out of. 

Yes, it is truth, but is it sound? 

Our idea of “sound” often means: “Does it fit in perfectly with our beliefs and practices?” This idea 
needs to be given up if we want the blessing of God’s Holy Spirit. If it is truth - it is sound. If it is in 
disagreement with our beliefs and practices, it is our beliefs and practices that are not sound. (However, 
we need to be sure that it is Scriptural truth and not human doctrine that was built on Scriptural truth, 
that we are accepting.) 

Might it force me to change my own beliefs and practices, or my life? 

Yes, it might, and you will praise God for that. Imagine a worm not wanting to break free from its 
wretched form to become a beautiful, free butterfly because it will have to change its life and practices. 
I wonder if that is not what we humans might look like to God. God has told us that the truth will make 
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us free, yet we don’t trust that freedom. We would rather grovel around here because we are afraid we 
might have to give up something paltry. 

What effect will just blindly following the truth have on the next generation? 

Before we are willing to simply follow the Word of Truth, we like to look ahead to see what effect it 
might have on the next generation. We also like to look back to see what effect a similar step had on 
past generations. If in the past a similar step was taken, and the apparent result was not what we would 
like to see, we decide against taking the step. There is a serious error in this reasoning! It comes close to 
“doing evil that good may come” spoken of in Romans 3:8. 

One example of this error might be seen in the farming of tobacco by Christians. A conservative church 
in which this is practiced could look ahead and reason that if the church discourages the farming of 
tobacco, the children and young people will have too much idle time over winter which will be bad for 
the church. Also, without tobacco money, few families will be able to get into farming; and farming 
provides a good way for families to work together. They could look back and say, that many other 
churches in which the people stopped growing tobacco lost both nonconformity and nonresistance. 
Growing tobacco was also part of the farming culture. Since man has a natural tendency to confuse 
culture and religion, tobacco farming just seems “right.” Seemingly, to quit farming tobacco would be to 
lose something of cultural value. 

We are thankful that tobacco is now recognized for the damage it does and is discouraged, but let us 
learn from this lesson. Whatever we figure out might happen if we step out for the truth is beside the 
point. Our duty is to stand for the truth, and God will take care of the rest. We need to more “blindly” 
follow the truth. We cannot see what God has in store anyway, but He does. Why should we not leave it 
to the One who knows? 

The Word of God as the Truth 

“Sanctify them through thy truth, thy word is truth.” 

Throughout all of Christian history and even throughout Jewish history, the Bible has been recognized as 
authoritative because it is “The Word of God”. Even Jesus, the Son of God, used the Word of God as the 
ultimate authority against temptation when He was tempted by the devil, (Mat. 4). It is interesting that 
the devil himself recognized the Scriptures as authoritative, both in trying to twist their meaning for his 
temptations (which is still one of his greatest weapons) and when they were given for an answer. He 
knew he had no power to stand against the authority of Scripture. Our goal as Christians should be to be 
as firmly grounded on the Scriptures as our Lord was, and to answer every temptation with the same, “It 
is written...” Our goal should never be, as Satan’s was, to use Scripture to win our ends, even if we need 
to twist the meaning of it a little, or use it out of context. Rather our use of Scripture should be to 
determine the truth of God’s will for us. 

It is entirely possible, even easy, for us to convince ourselves that our way is right. But we can never 
change the facts if we are wrong. Abraham Lincoln at one time asked the question, “How many legs 
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does a dog have if you call his tail a leg? Someone answered, “Five.” “Wrong!” said Lincoln, “Calling his 
tail a leg doesn’t make it a leg!” What we or anyone else believes will make no difference to the truth. 
The truth will not change. 

The church leadership of the dark ages felt that it was dangerous for the Bible to be in the language of 
the common people and available for them to read. Therefore they enforced a famine of the Word of 
God to keep people from being led astray by it. They believed that only the learned could really 
understand what it means and that they need to teach the common people. There is something basically 
wrong with this thought. Because the Bible is God’s Word to man, we should assume that man will be 
able to understand it. The movements of the Reformation recognized this truth, but I believe we have 
functionally lost some of this knowledge. 

Today, in many Christian families there are more Bibles than people to read them, but I believe there is 
still a famine of the Word of God - a self-imposed famine. We read other religious literature and hear 
sermons and tend to determine what the Bible teaches from them rather than going directly to the 
Bible. We tend to read the Bible, assuming that each passage means just what we have been taught that 
it means, and that it somehow fits in with our beliefs. This process is opposite of what God intended! We 
should rather study the Bible to determine our beliefs, and hear sermons and read other literature to 
inspire and encourage us to study further and to put these things into practice. Everything we read and 
hear should be compared to the Bible and accepted only if the Bible supports it. We should never accept 
human speculations about things the Bible teaches as a basis of our faith, but only what the Bible itself 
teaches. 

Two Schools of Thought on the Authority of Scripture 

“The authority of the Word of God does not rest on our faith in the inspiration of the 
writers, but in the fact that it was dictated by God as His Word to man.” 

There are two schools of thought on the authority of the Scriptures. One view is held by several 
denominations who confess complete confidence in the Scriptures but also place another authority such 
as Pope or non-canonical prophet or prophetess “on equal footing with the apostles and prophets of the 
Scriptures.”iv Their reasoning is that their Pope or prophet is inspired by the same God who inspired the 
canonical writers, therefore, they should be equally reliable. They feel that they can trust what is written 
because they trust the human writer to be divinely inspired. The apostles and prophets, they feel, were 
men of God inspired by God, and that is why we accept their writings as authoritative. 

The other view, which we hold, is that we do not accept the writings even of the apostles and prophets 
as authoritative because they were men of God, inspired by God. Rather, we accept what is written in 
God’s Word as authoritative based on its divine author and editor, which is God. If other genuine 
writings of either the New Testament writers or Old Testament prophets were found, they would be of 
great inspiration and historic value to us, as are the other existent Christian writings of that time, but we 
would not base our faith on them. The preservation of the canonical writings as canonical writings was 
carried out by humans who were also tools in the hand of God. It is what God has so preserved as 
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Scripture that is the Word of God, and as such has no peer, no equal authority and no necessary 
secondary interpretation stages. 

In the first school of thought the individual is believed to be inspired; therefore, what he (or she) writes 
is inspired. In the second, not just the writers but the writings themselves are considered inspired. God 
inspired these writers to write these particular writings as His divine, authoritative, Word to man. 
Human writers (including the canonical) are judged by their writings, rather than their writings judged by 
them. Only God’s Word can be considered authoritative based on its Authorship - which is God. With this 
in view, to accept what an individual writes as divinely inspired like the Word of God is not putting that 
individual “in the same position as the prophets and apostles,” as is sometimes said. Rather, we are 
putting him in the position of God! Why? Because the authority of the Word of God does not rest on our 
faith in the inspiration of the writers, but in the fact that it was dictated by God as His Word to man. 

In other words, if the apostle Paul would have written anything else of doctrinal nature in addition to 
what is recorded in the New Testament, or even if an angel from heaven appeared to us to give us 
additional teachings, such as other requirements for salvation, or other commandments we are to 
observe, of which no mention is made in the Bible - these teachings would be invalid! That may sound 
like a bold statement, but hear what Paul himself says: 

“But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have 
preached unto you, let him be accursed. As we said before, so say I now again, If any [man] preach 
any other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed.” (Gal. 1:8,9) 

Perhaps we should briefly consider a question that will come up here. Doesn’t God speak through His 
people anymore? Aren’t Christians even today led by the Spirit of God to speak and write His Word? Yes, 
there is no doubt of the Spirit’s work today, or throughout history, but it is important to recognize the 
difference between inspiration and authority. Even under divine inspiration, no human has any authority 
to produce any doctrines not taught in the Bible. Rather, the inspiration is to promote the teachings 
already existing in the Bible. 

The problem is that all humans, even those through whom God makes His will known, are prone to error 
and tend to sometimes not allow themselves to be led by the Holy Spirit. We are still in the fleshv. We 
don’t even know with certainty who wrote some of the books of the Bible, others we know only by 
name. Who wrote Jonah, or Job, or Esther, or Hebrews? We accept only the canonical writings simply 
because it is not the human writer that is our authority, it is the Divine Author or Editor who dictated it to 
humans for His Book. Whatever humans He used for its writing and preservation were necessary, yet 
were only instruments like the quill and scroll. We may hear what we consider an inspired sermon, or 
we may read what we consider an inspired book. The advice, counsel and fellowship of the brotherhood 
can be an inspiration and help in our Christian lives. The goal of each of God’s people should be to be a 
channel through which the Holy Spirit works. As such we are inspired, but this fact should never take our 
focus off of the Bible, or cloud the difference between the Bible and other books. All writings or sermons 
should be compared with the Bible. 
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What is in God’s Word is our absolute and only authority, simply because it is God’s Word. Notice this 
important difference. As long as we accept anything else as being “as authoritive as” God’s Word, it is 
not possible to unconditionally accept God’s Word. In most cases where someone claims another 
“equal” allegiance or authority, such as Pope or noncanonical prophet, or prophetess, the Bible is 
accepted only as it is understood through the other authority. The meaning of the Bible is obscured, 
regardless how plain, because it is not possible to have two authorities as the highest authority any 
more than it is possible to serve two masters. (Mat. 6:24) 

The last chapter of the Old Testament ends with a reminder to obey the law of Moses and a promise of 
a great event to take place before “the coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord.” One would 
“turn the heart of the fathers to the children and the heart of the children to their fathers.” Things were 
not yet complete. The last chapter of the New Testament closes completely differently. All is finality. It 
includes an invitation, a promise of Christ’s return in judgment at the end of time, and a very solemn 
curse to any who would take away from, or add to this finished Word of God. We know by this that we 
do not need more and may not accept any more as divine authority. 

“For I testify to every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, if any man shall add 
unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book: And if any take 
away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of 
life, and out of the holy city, and from the things that are written in this book.” (Rev. 22:18-19) 

Truth versus Culture 

“Let us respect the culture in which we find ourselves, but let us not allow our culture 
to compete with the truth, because, as Jesus said, ‘No man can serve two masters.’” 

As humans we have a tendency to think that our culture is part of truth or Christianity, or a source of 
truth. Culture is not part of Christianity, but Christianity should be a part of our culture. Our culture is 
our language, traditions, practices, religion, etc. If the culture in which we were raised includes Christian 
training, we have much to thank God for. 

Some people take the position that Christianity and culture must be mutually exclusive because of Jesus’ 
severe rebukes against traditions of men. Christianity and culture are not mutually exclusive. Christianity 
transcends culture and spans all cultures, as the apostle wrote: “there is neither Greek nor Jew, 
circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all.” (Col. 
3:11) Culture and truth coexist peacefully unless some part of the culture is in opposition to the truth. 
Unfortunately, culture is frequently the stronger power working within man, and will win over the truth. 
I believe this is why Jesus had so much to say against traditions of men. In the Bible’s examples we have, 
Jesus is against the traditions of men that are competing with or opposed to the truth of God’s Word. As 
he said, they make “the word of God of none effect through your tradition, which ye have delivered:” 
(See Mark 7:7-13) When culture comes up against truth, the most common result is that man will 
rationalize away the truth. “That is not what it means; it means something else, we can’t apply it to 
things like that.” And thus we “make the Word of God of none effect through your tradition.” 
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Suppose the Gospel is preached to some primitive tribe of Africa. Their culture is very different from 
ours. Should they be asked to adopt another culture? The Bible doesn’t tell us that. But there are sure to 
be some things in their culture that will need to be changed. What belonged to their old religion will 
need to be replaced with Christian observances. They will no longer go to the medicine man to cure 
their diseases with witchcraft, etc. On the other hand, there is no Scriptural reason to change what is not 
contrary to God’s truths. 

The Catholic church gives us an example of the confusion of culture and religion in which Christianity is 
the loser. They insist on keeping parts of their services in Latin after it is no more understood by those to 
whom it is spoken. It is a part of their culture, and they do not think it is right to say these parts in the 
“profane languages”. Language also threatens Christianity for the upper hand in some conservative 
circles today. We need to understand that there is nothing wrong with a group wanting to continue their 
culture, and to have their children and grandchildren speak the same language and do things the same 
way they did. But we also need to understand that neither is there anything inherently better with 
keeping these things the same. If the language is changing, there is nothing wrong with trying to keep 
the language of our ancestors alive, but there is something wrong with expounding the Scriptures in that 
language if the hearers do not understand it as well. We then have a case of Christianity being the loser 
in a clash with culture. 

Our Christian culture, the sermons we hear, the counsel of our brethren, and the Christian material we 
read can all be a big help to us in our Christian lives. However, any of these things can also actually be 
detrimental if we allow them to get between us and God’s truth. In 1 Kings 13:1-32 we have a story of 
just such a situation. God sent a prophet on an errand and told him not to stay, but to return home 
again without eating or drinking. On his way home, another prophet stopped him and said that God 
wanted him to stay. He believed the other prophet and was killed by a lion on the way home as a 
judgment from God for disobedience to Him. We might well question; why did things turn out this way 
when he was on a mission for God? Why did the second prophet say what he did? But the answer to 
those questions is beside the point. The point is that we are each responsible to follow God’s Word 
directly, regardless of what anyone else says. Our brethren can point things out to us and help us 
understand God’s will, but the responsibility of obedience to God is ours. 

In conclusion then, let us remember that a culture is part of each of us and being culture does not make 
something either good or bad. Let us respect the culture in which we find ourselves, but let us not allow 
our culture to compete with the truth, because, as Jesus said, “no man can serve two masters.” 

The Love of the Truth versus the Love of Knowledge 

“There is a vast difference between doctrines built on the Word of God, and doctrines 
taught in the Word of God!” 

The love of the truth is not the same as the love of knowledge. In fact, it seems that the love of human 
knowledge can be one of the greatest opponents to the love of the truth. Jesus said, “I thank thee, O 
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and 
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hast revealed them unto babes.” (Mat. 11:25) The Apostle Paul said, “For I determined not to know any 
thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified... And my speech and my preaching was not with 
enticing words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power: That your faith should 
not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God.” (1 Cor. 2:2,4-5) 

The love of knowledge was at least partly responsible for Eve’s disobedience (and consequently man’s 
fall) in taking of the “tree of knowledge of good and evil” in the garden of Eden. She held the love of 
knowledge above the love of the truth of God’s Word that, “of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, 
thou shalt not eat.” 

The apostle James says, “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, 
and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.” (James 1:5) Notice, he does not say, let him ask of the 
theologian or the historian, or let him attend the theological seminary, but ask of God. This is something 
that I believe is too much neglected today. If you lack wisdom, (and who among us doesn’t?) then “Ask 
of God ... and it shall be given him!” 

Self is our greatest opponent in the struggle for Christ. Self is at the head of both our human folly (our 
appetites and lusts) and our human wisdom (our intellect). Our “wisdom” as well as our foolishness 
needs to be denied. Paul wrote: “Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the 
knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them 
but dung, that I may win Christ,” (Phil. 3:8) 

The love of knowledge is what keeps people going to all the prophecy seminars and other places in 
which their ears can be tickled with human “knowledge” actually human interpretations and theories 
about great breakthroughs in religious thought. The apostle Paul told Timothy that in the last days men 
would be “Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.” (2 Tim. 3:7) If we were 
to lay all of these opposing ideas and human “knowledge” together on a table for serious examination, 
we would see the folly of them, as they are founded on mere speculations about things of which the 
Bible teaches. Their proponents each say, “All of this is built directly on the Word of God.” That is true. 
So is all other religious opinion, regardless how opposed to the truth and sound doctrine it is. The 
problem is anything can be built on the Word of God. Being built on the Word of God does not make it 
truth. But if it is the Word of God it is truth! There is a vast difference between doctrines built on the 
Word of God, and doctrines taught in the Word of God! 

We are not promoting ignorance. It is the duty of every child of God to have a love of the truth. One 
evidence of a love of the truth is a sincere thirst for knowledge of the truth. But if our thirst is prompted 
by a love of knowledge rather than a love of the truth, we are apt to be drawn away from the truth to 
doctrines of men. The apostle Paul wrote that: “Knowledge puffeth up, but charity edifieth.” (1 Cor. 8:1) 
Yet in many other Scriptures we can see that knowledge is desirable for a child of God. Knowledge of 
itself is basically good, but when it is sought after prompted by the love of knowledge rather than the 
love of truth, it will cause men to develop doctrines based on their knowledge, rather than merely 
surrendering to the truths taught in God’s Word. 
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Human “knowledge” of the time and culture in which a passage of the Bible was written is frequently 
used in argument as a way to get around what the passage says. 

Are we dismissing logic from the study of the Bible? No. We are applying logic as we would to any other 
subject. We are saying “Believe what the Bible says regardless of what man says.” Are we saying that we 
shouldn’t debate with those of other persuasions on religious subjects? Certainly not. This was a good 
part of the apostle Paul’s ministry. Consider the following Scriptures: 

“Therefore disputed he in the synagogue with the Jews, and with the devout persons, and in 
the market daily with them that met with him.” (Acts 17:17) 

“And he went into the synagogue, and spake boldly for the space of three months, disputing 
and persuading the things concerning the kingdom of God. But when divers were hardened, 
and believed not, but spake evil of that way before the multitude, he departed from them, and 
separated the disciples, disputing daily in the school of one Tyrannus.” (Acts 19:8-9) 

We have the responsibility to prove the truth of God’s Word. We need to show others the logic of the 
truth of God’s Word. I believe we should do that more. We are to be instruments in God’s hands, and 
how will those in error find the truth except by God’s people? God is relying on us to show them; and we 
instead tend to think, “They could know the truth if they wanted to.” 

We are not trying to say that disputing is wrong, but disputing about doctrines of men does not 
accomplish the will of God. It harms not only our own souls but also our witness for God when God’s 
people are disputing for their own denominational or individualistic opinions, doctrines and practices 
which seem to be so much more important to us than God’s Word which is being sadly neglected.  

1 Corinthians 1:20 says: “Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of this world? 
hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this world?” An individual can attend the best theological 
seminary in the country and learn from the most esteemed theologians and be considered the most 
learned in his field, and yet may never learn to become like a little child to enter into God’s kingdom. 
Also, a simple child of God who has experienced the power of the Holy Spirit in his own life, and has a 
genuine love of the truth can never be put to shame by the learning of the learned. He is unashamed 
because he has received his own learning, not at the feet of a revered theologian, but at the feet of 
Jesus! And “hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this world?” We need to be students of the Spirit 
and Word of God, having no teacher above God Himself. 

Where then will the love of the truth take us? It will take us to the Bible, God’s Word. It will take us to 
our knees. It will take us to a simple childlike faith in God and His Word, a faith that lets go of all that is 
of ourselves, and all that is human reasoning, and all that has a hold on us. The love of truth grasps in 
trusting faith the plan of salvation from our sins by Jesus death on the cross. It will take us to a total 
resignation to and dependence on the Holy Spirit as our teacher and the guide of our lives to guide us 
“into all truth.” This faith will take us much further even than an imitation of Christ. It will receive Christ 
within us to the point that it is no longer ourselves working to do God’s will, but Christ working within 
us. He will make us into a new creature, a child of God, and change us from the inside out! John tells us 
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“that God sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him ... Hereby know we 
that we dwell in him and he in us, because he hath given us of his Spirit.” (1 John 4:9,13) It is good to be 
working toward a more holy life. But it is much better to have the Spirit of Christ within us working His 
will through us. 

Let us be satisfied with the knowledge given us by God in His Word. Let us not be like Eve who looked 
for other sources of divine knowledge. The knowledge of God will never be exhausted or proven wrong. 
We do not want to discourage the reading of other Christian literature. Reading Christian literature and 
hearing sermons can inspire us to a closer walk with Jesus. But be careful how you read. Beware if you 
are learning something beyond what is taught in the Bible. What we are learning should be thoughts 
that the Bible teaches that we had perhaps not noticed, or that we need to be reminded of or inspired 
to emulate. It should not be human conclusions and ideas built up from things the Bible says. Doctrines 
of men will always draw away from the truth of a childlike faith in God’s Word. 

Applying the Love of the Truth 

“When a definite fact is discovered in the Bible, consider it settled. However, 
remember that conclusions we come to in respect to that fact are still human 

conclusions, and we should be willing to reconsider them.” 

How can we apply the love of the truth in our lives? Think of all the doctrines and beliefs you hold. This 
would include your church doctrines and your own beliefs. 

Think of any difference of beliefs you have with others. 

Consider the fact that the reason you believe as you do is because you believe it to be the truth. This 
fact obviously makes truth more important than what you believe to be the truth. So, if the truth is 
more important than what you believe to be the truth, you will not want to cling to any belief that isn’t 
truth. You will want to give it up to believe the truth. With that thought in mind, remove all fear of being 
wrong from your mind. 

This principle is so simple and elementary that at first thought you might be disappointed and think, 
“Well, yes, but I already do that.” However, after giving it some thought, you will likely be thinking, “Oh, 
but I could never do that!” 

Another important principle in applying the love of the truth, is to empty our minds of the natural desire 
to make all Scripture hold out with our own beliefs. If we are determined to make things hold out the 
way we want them to, the Bible and the Holy Spirit will not be able to teach us anything. 

If we have a love of the truth we will apply sound logic to sound facts to arrive at the truth. A textbook 
on logic states: “It is important to realize that a valid deductive argument can have a false conclusion. 
This can happen if one or more of its premises are false.” We might also add that an argument whose 
premises are all sound and true can still have a false conclusion if the argument itself is unsound. 
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One of the most effective ways to teach a concept is to provide an illustration that demonstrates the 
concept in action. In an earlier section we had given an example of two men who each kept a different 
day as their Sabbath. Let us assume that they have decided to do an open-minded study on the subject 
together to get to the bottom of their differences. They decide the first step is to look up the word 
“Sabbath” in a concordance. The first occurrence they find is in Exodus 16:23 when God gave the 
manna. It is quite clear here that the Sabbath is the seventh day, or Saturday. Throughout the rest of the 
occurrences, it is quite clear that the seventh day is the only day called the Sabbath. Although some 
other holy days were to be kept as a Sabbath or rest day, there is no other day given the name Sabbath. 
The last reference to the Sabbath to be found in the Bible is Colossians 2:16-17: “Let no man therefore 
judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the Sabbath days: 
which are a shadow of things to come; but the body is of Christ.” 

“The Sabbath days ... are a shadow of things to come.” and the Colossians were to “let no man judge” 
them in respect of it. We get the impression that they weren’t expected to be keeping it, because it was 
a shadow that is fulfilled in Christ. Paul also hints that people might judge them (as lawbreakers) for not 
keeping it. This prompts a study into types and shadows and the relationship between the new and old 
covenants. They find very definite teaching on the subject in most of the Epistles. “For he is our peace, 
who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us; Having 
abolished in His flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances ...” (Eph. 
2:14-16) 

“Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us...” (Gal. 3:13.) 

“Forasmuch as we have heard, that certain which went out from us have troubled you with words, 
subverting your souls, saying, Ye must be circumcised, and keep the law: to whom we gave no such 
commandment: ... For it seemed good to the Holy Ghost, and to us, to lay upon you no greater burden 
than these necessary things; That ye abstain from meats offered to idols, and from blood, and from 
things strangled, and from fornication: from which if ye keep yourselves, ye shall do well. Fare ye well.” 
(Acts 15:24,25,28-29) 

“Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster [to bring us] unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith. 
But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster.” (Gal. 3:24-25) 

They discover that there is a reason they found no mention of the Sabbath before Exodus 16:23. The 
Bible specifically states a number of times when the Sabbath was given, through whom it was given, and 
to whom and why. Every place in the Bible that makes reference to when the Sabbath was given says it 
was given to the children of Israel during the Exodus and was specifically to be a sign for the children of 
Israel! Following are a few examples: 

“Thou camest down also upon Mount Sinai, and spakest with them from heaven, …And madest known 
unto them thy holy Sabbath... by the hand of Moses thy servant” (Neh. 9:13,14) 
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“Wherefore I caused them to go forth out of the land of Egypt, and brought them into the wilderness. 
And I gave them my statutes, … Moreover I also gave them my Sabbaths, to be a sign between me and 
them, that they might know that I am the Lord that sanctify them” (Ez. 20:10-12) 

“And remember that thou wast a servant in the land of Egypt, and that the Lord thy God brought thee 
out thence through a mighty hand and a stretched out arm: therefore the Lord thy God commanded thee 
to keep the sabbath day.” (Deut. 5:15). 

“Wherefore the children of Israel shall keep the sabbath, to observe the sabbath throughout their 
generations, or a perpetual covenant. It is a sign between me and the children of Israel for ever: for in six 
days the Lord made heaven and earth, and on the seventh day he rested and was refreshed”. (Ex. 
31:16,17) See also Ex.31:13… This brings up the question, “But isn’t the Sabbath part of the Ten 
Commandments that were given to the children of Israel at Sinai? And aren’t the Ten Commandments 
God’s great moral law which will stand forever?”vi A little study of the Bible gives definite answers to 
those questions. 2 Corinthians 3 mentions that “the ministration of death, written and engraven in 
stones” was part of what was to be “done away”, and Hebrews 9 makes reference to the “tables of the 
covenant” as being part of the “first covenant” which was replaced by the New Covenant. Both of these 
references are obviously referring to the Ten Commandments which were written on tables of stone. 

Here is a fact that is hard to accept. Does this mean that we are not under these good laws such as: 
Thou shalt not kill …steal… bear false witness, etc.? The Bible is clear enough that we are not under 
these commandments. Does that mean that we can kill, steal, etc. and be blameless? To find the answer 
to that question, consider the following rule for Bible study: 

When a definite fact is discovered in the Bible, consider it settled. However, 
remember that conclusions we come to in respect to that fact are still human 

conclusions, and we should be willing to reconsider them. 

In other words, the Bible doesn’t say that we can now do all those things that were forbidden in the Old 
Testament. It does say that the Old Testament is now replaced and is no more in effect. We find that all 
the moral duties that existed in the Ten Commandments are taught in a deeper sense in the New 
Testament. In the Sermon on the Mount alone nearly all of them are amplified. For instance Jesus said, 
“Ye have heard that it hath been said by them of old time, Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever shall kill 
shall be in danger of the judgment: But I say unto you, that whosoever is angry with his brother without 
a cause shall be in danger of the judgment:” (Mat. 5:21-22) 

So we see that the commandment to the Jews; “Thou shalt not kill” was only a shadow of the Christian’s 
responsibility to not even be needlessly angry. But what about the Sabbath? Colossians 2:16-17 says 
that the Sabbath days are a shadow of things to come. The Sabbath was to be a time, one day a week, 
that they rested from their own labors to consider the things of God. What was that a shadow of? 

The Christian church of the first centuries had an advantage over us. They not only had the written Bible, 
but also what was verbally taught by the apostles. In those times, what the Sabbath foreshadowed was 
uniformly understood as we can see by their writings. We will quote a typical one here: 
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“But the Sabbaths taught that we should continue day by day in God’s service. “For we have been 
counted,” says the apostle Paul, “all the day long as sheep for the slaughter;” that is consecrated [to 
God], and ministering continually to our faith, and persevering in it, and abstaining from all avaricevii, 
and not acquiring or possessing treasures upon earth. Moreover, the Sabbath of God, that is, the 
kingdom, was, as it were, indicated by created things, in which [kingdom], the man who shall have 
persevered in serving God shall, in a state of rest, partake of God’s table.”viii (Irenaeus AD 120-202 
bishop of Lyons France) 

These are principles that the Sermon on the Mount, as well as many other Scriptures teach clearly and 
thoroughly. “Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth … But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and 
his righteousness…” (Mat. 6:19-34) In the Old Testament, many of God’s people were rich. God asked 
them to cease from their labors one day out of seven. Colossians 2:16-17 says that was a shadow of 
things to come, but the body is of Christ. Christ taught against the laying up of treasure throughout the 
Christian life rather than just one day in seven. He taught instead that we should lay up treasure in 
heaven, seek the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and then God Himself will provide for all of our 
needs (v.31-33) and eventually take us to be with Him in His eternal rest. The Sabbath was only a 
shadow of the Christian’s rest in life and eternal rest after this life. 

(Incidentally, not only the Christians of the first centuries, but the early Anabaptists also believed that 
the Sabbath is a shadow that is fulfilled in the Christian life of service to God seven days a week. In fact, 
this belief was enough of a disagreement with the state church to be included in their trials. See “The 
Complete Works of Menno Simons” part 2 p.37,38; “The Writings of Pilgrim Marpeck” Judgment and 
Decision p.338-339; Also see “Martyr’s Mirror” p. 435-436.) 

We are no more our own, we are “bought with a price” - the price being the precious blood of Jesus. For 
us to go through life seeking our own advantage and pleasures six days a week would be like a servant 
who would only work for his master one day a week and would use the rest of the time for himself. 

Our two friends are discovering they were both wrong. They were intent on knowing how to observe a 
shadow that has already been fulfilled in Christ, when they should have been intent on keeping the 
perpetual Sabbath of service to God seven days a week. They could do this by being dedicated to God 
and resting in Him, rather than by being ruled by their own ambitions. 

You will notice the two items mentioned in the quote by Irenaeus that early Christians believed the 
Sabbath foreshadowed: 1. The Sabbath of ceasing from their own works to serve the Lord, that 
Christians are to keep in this life. (Which they sometimes called the “perpetual Sabbath.”) and 2. The 
Sabbath awaiting the people of God in the kingdom of heaven. (Which they sometimes called the 
“eternal Sabbath”.) 

Even though the early church had the advantage of verbal instruction by the apostles, there is no 
evidence that they received doctrines from the apostles that are not found in the Bible. We now can 
realize with all the more certainty that the Bible is complete and finished with all the doctrines God 
would have us accept. Even the above example of the Sabbath being a shadow of us ceasing from our 
own works and ambitions to work for the Lord and rest in His care is all found in the Bible. Not only the 
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Sermon on the Mount, but many New Testament Scriptures teach it. Colossians 2:16-17 say that the 
Sabbath is a shadow to be fulfilled in Christ. A thoughtful reading of Hebrews 3:18 to 4:11 will help make 
the connection between these two. We can also find here that the Sabbath is a shadow of our eternal 
Sabbath in heaven. 

If this truth is all found in the Bible, which we read daily, why didn’t we realize it? We have read these 
things many times. We have all read Colossians 2:16-17 many times. Why didn’t we just believe what it 
said? I believe a large part of it is our unteachableness! Because we tend to believe that we know and 
understand everything the Bible says, we aren’t really tuned in to listen to and learn from God. Have you 
ever noticed how children often come up with questions about a Bible passage that are deeper than we 
had ever taken it? I believe that is because they are more teachable than we are. 

The things we think we know that the Bible doesn’t say are often the cause of our 
blindness to what the Bible does say. 

We think we know what it means; therefore, in effect, we dismiss what it says. 

Another cause of our lack of insight into the truths of the Bible is our fear of truth. While we all like to 
believe we have a love of the truth, and do not fear truth, I believe most of us need to periodically make 
a conscious effort to rid ourselves of the fear of the truth. There is the thought, “What if I’m proven 
wrong? What if it is proven that the Bible says we should keep the Sabbath on Saturday?” etc. 

The imaginary two men we were referring to in this example had to rid their minds of this fear. Now for 
the final test of this lesson, put yourself in the position of the man who kept his Sabbath on Sunday. 
Could you have left your mind open enough to learn these things from the Bible? Or when it looked as 
though you were wrong, would you have rejected the truth and come up with all sorts of excuses and 
reasons why we can’t take all these things literally, etc. because you had a fear of the truth; because you 
knew that to accept the truth might mean you should start keeping a Saturday Sabbath, and you 
couldn’t do that; because you had more confidence in your own beliefs than in the truth of God’s Word? 

We cannot expect to have insight into the things of God if we have a fear of the truth 
hidden in our hearts. This fear of the truth is a lack of faith in God and His Word, 

coupled with a lack of commitment to God to follow Him wherever He will lead us. It 
tells God that we will follow Him, but only where we feel comfortable to go. We will 

not follow Him where His will conflicts with our own religion. 

Moses and the Prophets 

“If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one 
rose from the dead.” 

Can we realize the importance of the Word of God and the responsibility that goes with the privilege of 
possessing it? Let’s consider the account of the rich man and Lazarus found in Luke 16:19-31. According 
to some clues, such as the reference to having “Moses and the Prophets”, we conclude that this 
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probably occurred among Jews, who were acquainted with God’s Word. The rich man seemed surprised 
to find himself in hell. Is it possible that he simply didn’t bother to do his own searching of the 
Scriptures? Was he perhaps satisfied that the godly culture he was a part of was enough? The rich man 
seemingly hadn’t come to the place of giving it all up for the love of the truth and letting it control his 
life. You will notice from this account that we can’t count on divine revelation if we are in the wrong. Of 
his brothers he was told, “If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, 
though one rose from the dead.” 

Just as those brothers had Moses and the prophets, we too, have God’s Word. If we are not in the truth, 
God has already revealed it in His Word. He will not reveal it in some other dramatic way, just to be sure 
we are persuaded. God will force no one. Do we realize the privilege and responsibility of possessing 
God’s own Word? 

The Love of the Truth makes us Accountable to God 

“Acceptance is not just my recognition that something is truth, but receiving it as my 
own and surrendering to it.” 

A genuine love of the truth includes acceptance of all the truths taught in God’s Word. Acceptance is not 
just my recognition that something is truth, but also receiving it as my own and surrendering to it. For 
instance, if I accept the plan of salvation through faith in Jesus’ death on the cross, I not only believe it 
with my head, but I apply it in my heart to myself. I know I am a sinner and unable to make restitution 
on my own, I believe that Jesus death on the cross was the supreme sacrifice for sin, and that this is the 
only way that my sins could be forgiven. I surrender my life to the lordship of Jesus, accept His sacrifice 
in my place for my sins, and believe that my sins are forgiven. Having surrenderedix my life to Jesus’ 
control, I find I have different goals and desires. 

In the same way, whatever God asks of us in His Word, we not only believe with our heads, but we apply 
in our lives. We do thus not because other people might see, but because we are living by the truth. A 
lover of truth is not a hypocrite; he lives what he believes. 

God has ordained authorities over us such as husbands, parents, governments, church, etc. which are to 
be obeyed in anything which does not conflict with God’s Word. Since we accept these truths, we will be 
obedient to those God has put over us as the apostle says: “Wherefore ye must needs be subject, not 
only for wrath, but also for conscience sake.” (Rom. 13:5) 

In other words, we will stop at stop signs even if no one is around to see us, “for conscience’ sake.” We 
will not do something that is forbidden by our church, even if no one would find out, because being 
accountable to God includes being obedient to those whom God has put over us in every area that does 
not conflict with God’s Word. 
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Are you willing to be Peculiar? 

“You have ceased to care about what people think about you. Your only concern is 
what people think about God.” 

To surrender all to the Word and will of God will make you peculiar. That is a simple fact that God told 
us about two thousand years ago. God’s people will be “a peculiar people.” He also said that you will be 
hated. People will think they are doing God’s service by speaking against you and persecuting you. But 
you will bless them. You will pray for them and love them in return. You will find that it comes natural 
for you. This is just one of your peculiarities. 

There is a reason that you won’t get angry when people misuse you because of your peculiarities. It is 
because you have ceased to care about what people think of you. Your only concern is what people 
think about God. You are leaving what happens to you in God’s hands. Your reputation is beside the 
point; it is God’s reputation you are concerned with. Unsound doctrines (misunderstanding God) trouble 
you more than having yourself understood. 

As a lover of truth you will have hope in God’s promises. John 15:10-11 tells us: “If ye keep my 
commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my father’s commandments and abide in 
His love. These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might 
be full.” 

In receiving the love of the truth, you will hopefully find yourself taking one long Sabbath. You will no 
longer be working to accumulate wealth for yourself and your children; instead you will find you mind 
earthly things no more. You will take a peculiar interest in heavenly things. Your work will take on a 
different meaning. You will approach your work with the thought the Apostle Paul left to the Ephesians: 
“let him labour, working with his hands the thing which is good, that he may have to give to him that 
needeth.” (Eph. 4:28) Your time is God’s. Your money is God’s. Your life is God’s. Let Him do with it all as 
seems best to Him. You are God’s - and God is yours! 
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i If we want to live with the Holy Spirit as a very active presence in our lives, we will often need to be “overdriving 
our headlights.” We will do what God asks us without knowing or figuring out what the results will be. God’s ways 
are higher than our ways, and we can’t see the end from the beginning like God can. All we need to know is that 
we are in the center of God’s will, God will see to the rest. This doesn’t mean God will never take us through 
troubles, but it does mean that the troubles He brings us through because of following His will are to accomplish 
His purpose. We wouldn’t want it any other way. If we will insist on trying to look far ahead to see the results 
before accepting His leading, we are showing God that He is not in control of us – but we are charting our own 
course. In that case, His voice will grow quieter and quieter. 
ii The Octavius by Minucius Felix Chap. 40 The Ante-Nicene Fathers V.4 P.197 
iii Tertullian Apology Chap. 7 The Ante-Nicene Fathers V.3 P.23 
iv The Catholic church makes this claim for their Pope, as the Adventist and a few other churches do for their 
prophet or prophetess. But let us take it further and be sure to apply it to our own circumstances. Are we too, 
sometimes guilty of the same error? Do we put our church, ministry, or culture “on equal footing with” the Word 
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Of God? A Christian heritage is much to be thankful for, but we each need to go to the Bible to determine that our 
beliefs are compatible with God’s Word. We cannot lean on any substitute. 
v How can we be sure that a human is so perfectly controlled by God that all he writes or speaks is dictated by 
God? The only individual that we have that confidence in is Christ. We don’t accept the writings in Scripture 
because of our confidence in the writers, but our confidence in God who dictated it for His Word. 
vi God’s moral law is the knowledge of good and evil that He has implanted into our hearts. The Bible contains a 
detailed account of the giving of the moral law. This account can be found in Genesis 2:15- 3:15,22. 
vii Avarice is defined as “excessive or insatiable desire for wealth or gain.” 
viii Irenaeus Against Heresies Book 4 Chap. 16:1 (To the early Christians this was not just a part of their beliefs. It 
was part of their life that they applied in a very real way. If we could not only believe this with our heads, but all 
apply it in our lives, I believe the Christians of today would also leave a strong testimony to the world like the early 
church did.) 
ix “Surrendered” is used in the past tense, but we mean to imply a continuing operation. Often we need to 
reexamine our motives, etc. and again assure that Jesus is still at the helm. 


